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Artist’s Statement
The beauty of Art is that it has the power to connect people. It can also highlight a particular time and
place in history.
“Poipoi Aroha me te tupu” translates to “Nurturing love and growth”. It is a unique piece of art that
symbolises our connection to St Michael’s Catholic School & Parish; Marking the time our children spent
there, the friends we made, a baptism or wedding ceremony in St Michael’s Church, the sacramental
program…The list goes on. It is a tangible and visible connection between our friends, family and
community. A link between each household or office back to our school and church.
The abstract imagery represents the St Michael’s whanau (family) tree. The tree, reminiscent of a
Pohutukawa: symbolises life, prosperity, strength, growth, physical and spiritual nourishment. The crosses
that flank the tree represent unity and cooperation coloured red, black and white, in honour of Māori
culture & traditions, unique to Aotearoa, NZ. It reaches beyond the tiled wall sitting in the St Michael’s hall.
It is a symbol that represents all of us; from the past, present and future.

Biography
Peata Larkin’s language is that of geometric abstraction and pattern deeply informed by Māori culture. Larkin
operates in a space between binary constructions – Māori/Pākehā, past/present, art/science, matter/spirit, weaving
cultures and spheres of knowledge together in new hybrid forms. Larkin is represented by Two Rooms Gallery,
Auckland, Bartley & Co, Wellington and Milford Galleries, Dunedin and Queenstown.
After receiving a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the Elam School of Fine Arts, University of Auckland in 2004,
Peata Larkin graduated with a Master of Fine Arts from RMIT, Melbourne University in 2007. Larkin has been the
recipient of prestigious Art Awards and Scholarships including the RMIT Scholarship for Excellence & Achievement
and the Kaipara Wallace Arts Trust Award Residency at Altes Spital in Solothurn, Switzerland, which she will be
undertaking later this year.
In 2013, Larkin completed a significant large-scale commission, Piki Ake – Rise Up, for the ANZ Tower in Auckland’s
CBD. Larkin is the recipient of New Zealand’s largest public art commission, comprising of 13,500 ceramic tiles that
will clad the Spine Wall exterior/interior of the New Zealand International Conference Centre in Auckland. She was
also commissioned to create three 12mtr x 12mtr exterior panels which will be unveiled later this year at the new
Westfield Shopping Complex in Newmarket, Auckland.
Larkin’s work has been exhibited in Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin, and Hawkes Bay, Australia and
Europe and is present in private and public collections throughout New Zealand, including Waikato University,
Massey University and the Wallace Art Trust Collection. Larkin’s work also features in several international
collections in Australia, United Kingdom, Dubai, and is represented in the permanent collection of the Memphis
Museum of Fine Art in the United States.

ST MICHAEL’S LIMITED EDITION SCREENPRINT
This is your opportunity to purchase a unique piece of art. Peata Larkin has recreated the tiled wall image
into a limited edition screenprint and is offering the print for a fraction of the price that her screenprints
usually sell for (For this size they are usually $850-$1000).
100% of the screenprint sales will go to St Michael’s Catholic School.
Payment options: The full amount directly into the St Michael’s account provided or request the time
payment option. Please note: You get $100 discount off the print if you have or will be purchasing a tile.
Each screenprint has the edition number, title and signature handwritten by the artist on high quality ‘Fine
Art’ paper, screenprinted by ARTRITE in Auckland. It will be a ‘Limited Edition’ series of 500 to ensure this
is an inclusive project and connects the symbolic strength of the image to our Catholic Community.
Image Size:
Paper Size:
Frame Size:

190mm x 285mm
250mmx 350mm
330mm x 440mm

Unframed Screenprint:
White Framed Screenprint:

$150 with tile purchase ($400 total)
$200 with tile purchase ($450 total)

Unframed Screenprint:
White Framed Screenprint:

$250 without tile purchase
$300 without tile purchase

Unframed Screenprint:
Natural Framed Screenprint:

$150 with tile purchase ($400 total)
$210 with tile purchase ($460 total)

Unframed Screenprint:
Natural Framed Screenprint:

$250 without tile purchase
$310 without tile purchase

Unframed Screenprint:
Black Framed Screenprint:
Unframed Screenprint:
Black Framed Screenprint:

$150 with tile purchase ($400 total)
$200 with tile purchase ($450 total)
$250 without tile purchase
$300 without tile purchase

